Travelling in Ireland using a Garmin/TomTom.

(Screen shots are from a Garmin Nuvi 255)

   Garmin GPS systems are very helpful when travelling in Ireland (or any country) but many travellers make a common mistake when using the GPS device in Ireland.  
   The “address” option is often the first choice given to you when press the “Where to?” option in the main menu to enter your destination details e.g. address. 
   This option is fine if you have an urban address with street numbers etc but Ireland is a very rural country. This “address” option is not suitable for any rural destination. 
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   The best option to choose for rural locations is the “Coordinates” option provided you have the coordinates of  your hotel/B&B/historic site which are readily available on the respective websites.
   Scroll down the screen using the white arrow in blue background in bottom right of screen to find the “Coordinates” option. 
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   Select the “Coordinates” option by pressing the “Coordinates” icon on the screen. 
   The “Enter Co-ordinates” screen below will appear. Press the screen where 51.98365 and 9.3278 appear in this example and enter the coordinates of your destination.
.
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   Salmon Leap Farm B&B, for example, has the following coordinates N 51.98365 and W 09.32763.

   Press “Next” after entering your coordinates correctly and the following screen will appear. 

   Press “Go”.
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GPS navigation – understanding the different formats.
   There is a further complication using the “Coordinates” option but once you understand the format of the coordinates everything should work smoothly.

   We have seen previously that the coordinates of Salmon Leap Farm B&B are N 51.98365 and W 09.32763 using the decimal degrees (h ddd.ddddd) format.

There are alternative formats to express the coordinates of a location.
   Coordinates can also be given in “Degrees Minutes Seconds” format or “Decimal Minutes“ format. 

	Salmon Leap Farm
	Latitude
	Longitude

	h ddd.ddddd
	N 51.98365
	W 09.32763

	h ddd mm. mmm
	N 51 59.019
	W 9 19.658

	h ddd mm ss.s
	N 51 59 01
	W 9 19 39


   All the above are coordinates for Salmon Leap Farm  are correct within the correct format and can be used in a Garmin, provided you know what format is selected in your device.
How do you know which format to use in your device or what format was used in the coordinates you have for a particular location? 

   Return to the “Enter Coordinates” screen on your device and at the bottom of the screen your will see “Format”. 
   Touch “Format” on the screen and the “Select Format” screen will show you what format your device is currently using.
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In the example below the “h ddd.ddddd” format is the one in use.
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   It is possible to figure out what format the coordinates you may have downloaded from a website just by looking at the way the coordinates are written using the table below.
	Salmon Leap Farm
	Latitude
	Longitude

	h ddd.ddddd
	N 51.98365
	W 09.32763

	h ddd mm. mmm
	N 51 59.019
	W 9 19.658

	h ddd mm ss.s
	N 51 59 01
	W 9 19 39


   The good news is that you should never have to manually convert from one format to theother, your GPS and most software programs (like Google) will do it for you.
Note: I used a Garmin Nuvi 255 for the screen shots and not all GPS devices will have exactly the same screens but all devices will have the same options and more. 
